Park Board Minutes from May 18, 2011
- submitted by Julie Fleischer in the absence of the secretary
Present: Jerry Dingus, Amy Wills, Doug Downey, Julie Fleischer, Bernhard Dzafic
Excused: Greg Ward, Vicki Ray
Guests: Paula Campbell, Dave Brown, Tracy Heath, Tim Quarton, Dan Fleischer
Meeting was called to order at 7:02 by Amy Wills, vice president. Severaloutside guests were present for presentations:
Tim Quarton was present to ask about starting a Flag Football league at the park district, specifically at the soccer fields at Loveless Park. Quarton stated that the supplies are provided by the NFL for a fee of $20 per participant. The ages involved would be 5-6 years and older, hoping to offer teams for students
up to 12-14 years old. Quarton stated that several local students have already been traveling to local towns to participate in teams. The season would run January through May, with hopes to start the league in 2012. Games are played 6 on 6. Doug made a motion that the board support formation of the league and a
second was made by Amy. Motion passed 4-0. Dan Fleischer gave a presentation on options for purchase of a new computer for
the park board with Mac and Windows options with a print out of prices and options for each. He also presented use of Quickbooks online verss purchasing a Quickbooks program. Further discussion was postponed until after other guests presented.
Paula Campbell requested use of the sand volleyball courts at Loveless park on Friday, May 27th for the youth at the United Methodist Church to have a fundraiser for Relay for Life. The fundraiser will be a volleyball tournament for middle school students and older. The group is also asking if they can post
a sign to reserve the volleyball courts for the event. Julie made a motion to allow the tournament and the sign to be posted. Amy seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0.
Owners of Body Fit, Tracy Heath and Dave Brown, requested rental of the pool for water fitness classes. They would like to do fitness classes from June 1st to July 15th, 2 evenings per week at 5:15pm for 45 minutes. Body Fit was told that the times and dates may have to be adjusted based on the opening date of and schedule of the pool. With this adjustment, Amy motioned that we allow Body Fit to rent time at the pool and Doug seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
Dave Brown was asked to speak about the vending machines at Loveless park. Dave stated that they have been placing machines there for 3 years now, though there is no contract for this. He said that the machines do not really make money. Any profit from sales gets spent on repairs to the machines since there is frequent vandalism to the machines. He also stated that he would donate coolers to the park district for their concession stands. He stated the park could use them for free this summer and then he may donate them or sell for a lower price at the end of the summer. Since guest speakers were concluded, Julie made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting. Doug seconded. Motion passed 4-0.
Pool issues were then discussed. There had been confusion about Griffith Plumbing providing for the the areas of the pool that have had work to have fiberglass recoating done. Bids were being obtained from SOS for this to be done and the responsibility for payment of this would be readdressed with Benton and Associates. Discussion was also had about purchasing chlorine for the pool. Julie motioned that chlorine be purchased in preparation for opening and Amy seconded. The amount to be purchased would be determined by the pool  manager.
Amy also presented information about the lifeguard class she has organized for new lifeguards for the district in conjunction with the Litchfield pool. She stated that the district needs to become and authorized provider for Red Cross lifeguard classes. Doug made a motion that we apply for this designation, Jerry seconded, motion passed 4-0.
Equipment that will be needed for the pool included fanny packs for lifeguards to have masks readily available, a new back board, a pool vac, lifeguard buoys and covers, testing kit for chemicals, and first aid supplies. New deck chairs would also be a nice addition if fund permit. Prices will be investigated for these supplies.
Swim lessons will be offered at the pool again this year by Melissa Downs starting July 5th. There was some discussion of a grand opening for the pool when it is ready to open. Amy stated that flowers were sent for the funeral for Mitch Wagoner, a new
baseball coach for the park district who suddenly passed away.
New time sheets were shown to Bernhard that the board would like for employees to use from now on. The new time sheets will help the board to track expenses for labor for various jobs done at the park district and will help with planning for future budgeting. There was also short discussion of a board retreat to
organize papers and start use of Quickbooks by the treasurer.
Amy presented information about purchase of a 4-wheeler at cost from Sloan Implements. A $4,000 used machine or a $4,600 new machine are both available. Both are a John Deer Gator. They can bring one for trial use on the fields to make sure it if appropriate weight and power for use to drag baseball fields.
Doug made a motion to purchase the new machine if the weight and use is correct. Amy seconded and the motion passed 4-0.
Base anchors and plates were also discussed. Amy was able to obtain special pricing from First to the Finish. Motion was made to purchase these by Julie and second by Amy. Motion passed 4-0. Cost will be about $500 and will be paid for by the Friends of the Field.
Bernhard requested use of the ball fields this summer for the set fee for the Carlinville Club team. Von and Linda Leefers can be the contact for billing at $20 per game. Tabled items for this meeting - elections of officers, and a new trailer. There was also discussion about an agreement with the school district about joint use of facilities. Julie stated that she spoke to Mike Kelly, superintendent of schools and he stated that he could find no agreement of this type. Jerry stated that his research shows that the only agreement was a gentleman's agreement, but there was no written or formal agreement. The board agreed that an informal agreement was working well and that no formal agreement was needed at this time. Mike Kelly was willing to complete a formal agreement, but was not requesting one at this time. The school has been very grateful for the use of several fields for school sports. Julie voted at 10:05 to go to closed session for discussion of personell, legal and financial issues. Amy seconded and motion passed 4-0. At 10:35 closed
session was concluded. Open meeting was reopened and Doug made a motion to hire Byron Simms as the new lawyer for the park board. Julie seconded and motion passed 4-0.
There was some further discussion about purchasing a computer for the park district. The feeling at this time was that the park district computer needs to located at the park district and that we needed to find out if the current computer would be capable of running Quickbooks online and maintaining the website for the board prior to serious discussion about purchasing a new computer and printer. Doug motioned to adjourn and Julie seconded. Motion passed 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 10:45.﻿
